Unit One




Teacher's Note

The Indian Constitution has been requlary referred to in the previous two Sociol and Political Life
textbooks. Unlike the previous twn books, where little space was devoted to discussing the
Constitution itself, this year the chapiers in Unit 1 take the Constitution as its main focus:

Chapter 1 begins with 3 discission of the principles that undetlie a liberal constitution, Thtee shart
storyboords have been used 1o familiarise the student with the jdess that are being discussed
The storyboards use incidents located within 3 classroom-setting to illustrate three complex
constitutive principles The storyboards should be used to 2id the student’s understanding of thess
constitutive principles.

The discussion on the Indian Constitution is situated within 2 histoncal context: This: has been done
with the exptess intent that students become aware of the major mfluence that our anti-celonial
struggle had on Indian democracy In discussing the Constitution, we bave had to use seversi new, and
often’ difficult terms, to/explain certain key features. While teaching these, please keep in mind Ihat
the student will continue to study these key features in grestzr'depth in higher clss=. Thes=fore, the
attempt here is to familiarise the student with a very basic understanding of the significance of these
features within the warking of democracy fn Indie

Chapter 2 discusses secularism. The most prevalent definition of seculafism is that it refers to the

separation between Religion and the State. The chapter uses this definition as the foundaban and
then procesds: to elucidate two complicated wdeas: the first points o why thissegaration s important
arif the second to what is particular to Indian secularism.

Thete are two main reasons why the separation between iwigmwand Staie & important. The fist
s to prevent the domination of one religion over anather, e infer-religious domination, The setand
is 10 oppose. the various types of domination that can ha;:lpm within a religion, i.e, intra-religious

damination. For example, the chapter discusses untouchability in Hindu religious practice which

allowed ‘upper castes to dominate members of some lower castes. Seculansm's opposition io
mstitutionallsed religion means that it promotes freedom and equality between and within religions

The second majos conceptual idea that theochapter deals with is the unique nature of Indian
secularism. Indidn secllarism doss protect the religious freedom of individuals by maintaining a
separation from religion. But it also, provides room for the reform of religions, for example, the
abolishing of untauchability, child marriags. etc. Therefore, in jts attempt to achieve refigious equality
(both betwesn as well as within mﬂglﬂﬂﬁ] the Indian secufar State both maintains & separation as
well as intervenes in religion. This intervention can either be in terms of 3 ban (like that on
untouchabilityl or in terms of providing assistance o religious minonties: The chapter explains this
and refers to It a= ‘principled distancet This means that any interference in religion by, the State has
to be based on the Tdesls iaid out in the Constitution.

Several of the shove points sre quite complex It is crucial that you undestand these goints clearly
before teaching this chaptet. It is very likely that students will come up with several sugaestions for
why the government should intereene ar not intervene in religious affairs. While discussion is to be
encouraged, it i important to mediate this and ensure that it does not reinfprce stereotypes of
religious minorities
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The
Indian Constitution

In this chapter, we are going to begin with football, a

game many of you have probably heard of, or even
played. As the name suggests, this is a game that involves
the players’ feet. According to the rules of football, if
the ball touches the arm of any player (except the
goalkeeper), then this is considered a foul. So if players
start holding the football in their hands and passing it
around, then they are not playing football any mare.
Similarly other games, such as hockey or cricket, also
have rules according to which they are played. Each of
these rules helps define the game, and helps us
distinguish one game from another. As these are
fundamental to the game, we can also call them the
constitutive rules of the game. Like these games, a
society also has constitutive rules that make it what it
is and differentiate it from other kinds of societies. In
large societies in which different communities of people
live' together, these rules are formulated through
consensus, and in modern: countries this consensus is
usually avallable in writien form. A written document
in which we find such rules is called a Constitution,

We have looked at the Indian Constitution in Classes VI
and VIl in our Social and Political Life textbooks. Have
you ever wandered why we need a Constitution or been
curious about how the Constitution got written, or who
wrote it? In this chapter, we will discuss both these
issues and also look at the key features of the Indian
Constitution, Each of these features is crucial to the
working of demoeracy in India and some of these will
be the focus of different chapters in this book.
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Why Does a Couniry Need a Constitution?

Todsy most countues o the world have 2 Constitution
While all demiocratic covntrizs arc likely to have 2
Consttohorn if 15 not necessary that all countres that have
s Conpstitution are defmocratic. The Constitution seres
several purposes: Pirst. ot lave out certan sdeals that form
the baus of the bind of country that we as citizens aspire to
Iive 1 Or, put another way, o Constitubion tells usiwhat
the fundamental narure of our soceety 13 A country is
usvally made up of different communities of people who
shate cestmn beliefs. but mav not necessanly ageee on all
rssues. A Constimition helps <erve 29 2 set of males and
prncples: that all persons 10 3 Couniry can agree Lpon as

the basis of the way m which they want the countss to be

govemed. Thrs inclndes not only the tvpe of ‘government

but also an agresimient on certsin ideals that ther all believe

the country should uphold:
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it 1534 pie Indizn fationsl Congresy made
i Jemand for = Comstitient Assembly,
fRrpg e Serand Workd VW, NS ssseTTEn
foran ndepenienT ConzimeEnT assendly
Tarmed oniy of Bdise caned naaEn R
i thie wis comerad i BEzebel 1885
The.phato ok gade 2 shows same manbots
of the Cansrieny Assamaly

Betwezn Decnber 1545 &=d Novmabet
1358 e Comsstining Aosenibly drated 3
ongtinition fd ndependant Indie Free fo
shape e desimy: st sl -l 150 was
ol T ftikh nee. me mentess of me

Ceec tiunt Aasrmbly appeiched fhis 5o
vt e grzat desid Siat i Headom
wrugale had heiped produse - You will read
RO Eout e wafk af e Comromeent
Aosephly s i the shapts

The ahote @longeite- snove Prive Mlnicss
S A Hshiy sadisssmg e
Cisatiuent Assznbily,
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The cotseey oF NeEpsl les witnezscd srastal
pEIpE s suigies for demucracy. Thers vas B
ETEiE s struggis 1208 oimr ssmblihed
ety [ME laats] for 13 yeers Umll
202 In Octohe D Kiog Gyermidrs,
cifiny) the Maatoy umising s B chummzits =z
fig tepsgn, Begen taKinp owdr Gifférent Bopecis
of The gavemment with The ermy's gEzlstance
Th King then finally the oves &4 the head g
govenment B -Fehmuay 2005 o Novsnde:
TOGE. tEa Mapite fmmed sthé geditics] partiss
e miget 0 12-point-agresment. This sgieemes
spoaied 1a:the farger. puldic an ITRTIMERT ISTI
i demmcersy- @il gesce: b -200E fhin
penple’s movemant for democreoy Began
gy mereTee forc. I repeaedy rehusd
the z=md caficeszions (et the King mai ng
firadly In Rntlt 2008 the King rsrered the THisd
Farllement and acked The peiEegl parmes o
fmm e gavermmest: |n 3558, Nepat: beceme &
demnersey aftar simnhing the mpnarchy, The
Ebper phatig show Jr=m=s liem e peaple’s
migrEant e demmoracy i S00E

Discuss with your teacher what
you understand by the term
'constitutive’. Provide onc
cxample of ‘constitutive rules’
from your everyday life,

Why did the people of Nepal
wan! a new Constitution?

meesssssesesssssmn . o0CI2] &0 Polinicad Life

Let us e and undesstand whats= mean by thas theatioh two
contraspme sitiations in the recent history of Nepal 2 country
that borders India on the noeth. Untl recently, Nepal was a
mormrchy, The previous Consniutnn of Nepal which bad been
adopied in 1990, reflected the fact that the final authontyrested
wats the Kine A pecple’s movementin Nepal fought for several
decades to estabhsh democracy and - 2000 they finally

succeeded in putting 2n end to the powers of the King. The
people had to wntea new Consetition foestabhsh Nepalaca
dembericy, The resson that they did notwant to contrue with
the prenious Constitution 1¢ Decause st did not refiect the deals
ofthecotntry that they wunt Nepal to be, and that ther have
fought for

Agn the game of footbell inwhich 2 changen the consttunre

rutes wall chanpe the pame dltogether Nepal brmomrg froma
- Tar = = T S = T = | M ¥

menarchy to @ democrahc povermment peeds 1o change all sre

consttotve rulesin order to vsher in a new societs. This iswhy
the people ol Nepal adopted 2 new Constitution for the country
i 201%. The capnon alongside elaborates Nepal's strogele for
denmciacy

The second rmportant purnose of 3 Constiution 12 to define
the matore of & countrr’s politcal svstem. Forezample Nepal's




eatlier Constitation stited that the cotnterwas to bemuled by
the King and his council of ministers. Tn countrize that haye
adopted a democidtic form of government or polty, the
Constitution plays 2 counal role in laying out certain important
gwudelines that govern dension-matong witinn these sonehes.

In a demiociacy; we choose out leaders o thatthey can exeérose
powes respansbly on our behalf However, theres 15 alwavs the
posumbte thae theze leaders smsht rmsase their authonty and
the Constitution usually provides safépuarde agamsr thic Thie
msese of suthonty canresultn pross myushce st demonstrated
in the classroon: siuation below:

Anl, yow will e
stay bk afier sobol
theksy and wiil= 1 will
ot diectey the dats

Surech Is the cldss monitor He s WWhan Mrs Han retorms t the clais
bptly, His clpssmates are nol too fond
ol bk Mis Bam, the class Teaches, b
{0 beiivee the clasrinam on same ugent
work. Shi 24ks Surezh to mind the class.
SUresT) sarts piciang on Anjl.

Wa'am, whils yme were wwary,
Agiil kept talking lpddly dend
Artartzng the dest He aold

_ ot Faten te me;

(et W' |

il todey | om aditg 1
repart you ‘e M fao

hldﬁﬂ’:ﬂﬂiﬂﬁﬂ'mﬂiEEEE; ﬂRCQﬂﬁm.E?ﬂ Eiftfﬂlli_'-”ﬂ'ﬂﬂ‘&n 1. in what way iz the clzty monitor
risles that priaed 2ozt thas misuse o aiithonty by onr  misusing his power?

pohocal leaders:Tn the case of the Indizn Consutabion. 2 In which of the following situmtions
aboutwhich rouwill read mose later in this chapier manv s 2 minister misusing his power:

of theze laws are contnned i the seenonon Fundamental  a) refuses fo sanction a project of his
Rights. You read about how the Indian Consatstion Ministry for sound technical reasons;

S Al - b] threatens to send his sccurity staff
guarantees the sight 10 equahty to afl = and savs that
= TiBal pesansnesn to rough up his neighbour;

ne E_mzen cin be discomunated 2oamn Sf on gﬂﬂﬂiif of &) il up Hie paliee suiion sking
rehgion, race, caste, gender and placeofturth The Right o not 1o register 2 complaint that

te Equalitris oneof &';E.'Pundmn!al:{{ighﬁ;guamma&d is likely ta be filed against his relative.
by the Indhan Conttitution

T {:hhpte'r 1. The Indan tmshhﬂu} —_—
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The games peringd is about tobegin

Let's play bavketizll
tediy, for 2 cliange!

Another importsnt function that 3 Constitunhon playsin a
dercoeracy 15 to ensure that = doounant-eroup does not use
182 power apamst other les: powerful peopleorgroups Ths
stomboazd below demonsirares one such smanon = the
classroom.

do whal the b
wam| hesane they
T M @ MREnty;

The teacher decitles Lo sebtle the

pratiem with & show of hants Obeiraly? Theee are

e boys inthe o

Fother way 1o eulbe

feriviom, s that ot
with=s are alzs heard,

Who is in @ minonity in the
above storyboard? In what way
is this minority being
dominated by the decision
laken by the majority?

meesssessessssssmn o0C|2] 200 Polfica Lije

Such uchealthy situations cin occur in democratic
sopmeises (oo, where 2 majornly can continnously
enforce decisions that exclude minorities and go
apainst therr interests. As the above storvbeoard
tlizetrafer. sverv society is prose to this frranny of
the majonty: The Conshtunon usuoally containe rules
that ensuré that munanfiés are not excluded from
anvthing that 1z routinely availsble to the majponts.
Another reason why we have 2 Constitotion 13
precizely to prevent this tvranny or domunanon by
the majority of 2 mneority. Thi¢ can refer 1o oné
cormrmmty dominghing anoiiier 1€ NEr-oomannly
domunation, or members of one ctommuniy
dopunating others withun the-same communty. 1&
intra-commmumty domnation




Thie third sigmificant reason why we nésd 3 Constitution
5 to save us: from ousselves. Tius mav sound stracpe but
what is mesnt by this is that we misht at tiies fee] <trongh
zhout an issue-that pupht po aganst our lacper interests
and the Constiturion helos u¢ puard againet this. Look st
the storvboard below to understand tlu: better

Shabngm s fnoafoc She has & decmon e ek

| have twe chopters e bo mevise fo
iomanree s trst Bl o' fime for my faveunie
IV pregmimmes. Um dang o westeh o Sus 51 do
th=t, | won't feee trme ta Tinnd) iy revienin

Shiabieam, why
ube Y leoking
5 W 2

| want to
witeh this

TY peogrmyme
bt | heve
e
4
nﬂ ™ L
will aisg
wanl
maivh | ke
an et
Wizt o no
ane wtchey
T femviaht?
Then 1m
H i

s o thimg | did st
walch TV, These are o miiny
wuestioms from the: List two

Somlaely, the Consttution helps 1o protect us agfinst
certaiy decsstons that we mught take-that could have an
adverse effect on the |arses prnciples that the countir
beleves in Por example, 1t 19 pessible that many people
who live 1n 4 democrscy mught come to strongly feel that
pacty politics has become so acomonions that we need a
strong dictator to set this pght. Swept by this emotien,
they may not reslise that in‘the Jong mn dicstansl mle
goes agamst all ther tnterestz. A pond Constitation does
not allow thess whims (o chanpe 1t5 basic structore, It docs
not sllow for the e2sy overthrow of provisions that
gusrantes nehte of ohzens 4nd protect their freedom

El_ttliﬂi\_/\_)

Why wias Shabnam happy that
she had not watched TV? What
would you have donc in 3
socienzs, similar situstion?

From the above discusuon, vou will understand that the
Copstitusion plays & very mnpestant role i1z democrate

Chapter 12 The Indian Emahhm _—
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Let us recap the reasons why the Constitution plays an important role in democratic societies by
(SRS KSONIhIG WiHos S Vou s TRat SUOUL BWion)) et EXRTIGS:

Example

The peagle of Nepal sdopled a riew

Constitutive Rules
It fays down ideals lﬂitd!ﬁh!thﬂﬂﬂd of

tunsﬁiuhuﬂ after the success of the ‘country that we want 1o live in.

people’s movement for demotracy,

Suresh, the class manitor wrongly picks on

Anil, his classmate.

The girls do not get to play basketball
because the boys sre & majarity in class

Shabinam decides to revise herthnptefs

instead of watehmg V.

There wis 3N EfTEndnay senseol |y
amatgat te membery o e Lonatiten
fzzzmbly, Each of te provicnag o tee Junee
tanstitotion wi | discuzzed |n gieat desil and
there wis 3 pnotre o] B CompioE 52 3n
reih @ apesment Swough condenrar The
abyue ppate thomn Satde Vallabnbbal Pl g

tebm reEnit mehtbar of dhe Camesttuent Assexibly.

e o012 20 Polificad Life

Now let us trvand vnderstand the wavs i which the above
points get translated into certain adeals and rules by
studving soms kev features of the Indian Constitution

The Indian Constittion: Key Features

Bv the beginninp of the twenneth century, the Indian
nationil movement had been active in the strusgle for
indepeadence from Batsh mule for several decades. Dunng
the frecdom strugple the naticnalists had devoted 2 great
deal of tme to mmagmne and planning what 2 free India
vould be like. Under the Brtich ther had béen foreed w
ober mles that they had had verr litile role 1n makng.
The long esperiencs of suthontanan rule under the colomal
state convinced Indsans that free Tndiz chounld be =z
democracy 11 which .everyone should be trzated equally
and be allowed to parhicipate in governmeent. What
remmned 10 be done then was to work out the wars in
witich a demiccratc government would beset up mn India
and the-mles that would determune 15 funcnemng. Thus
was done not by one perton but br 4 group of sround 30
people who became members of the Constityent Assembly
i 1946 and who met pedodically for the nest three yoars
to. write Inda’s Constitubon:
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Thest member= of the Constituent Aséembly had 2 hugs
task before them The-country was made up of several
different communities who ¢poke different lanpuages.
belonged to different relipions. and had disancr culmares.
Also, when the Constitubon was bang womiten, Indis was
going throogh consderable mrmoil The partition of the
country wnto India and Pakstan was mmmnent, some of
the Prncely States remiined undeaded about ther futire,
and the e,umeccmmg condition of the mﬁrmﬂ;-:-;;}fpwp_le EheSa O Mabatew K e ar-i

appeated dismal All of these 1ssues plaved on the minds of  Faser of 2e niian Consoniten

the membezs: of the Constituent Assembly as they dufted M ﬁfiﬁm’?ﬁ ::f::"“
cotinftry 2 Wisionary document that reflects 2 gespect for % Yalt constiution. Bat he sse sund

cintiriog dvec whie psiecing oo o The | Jnem = o

fina! decument also reflects their concern for eradicating  Besause e a0niniyition of Mese live

povertr through socio-économic reforms as well a8 | o hands o e by e

e thorefore, wyed Scheduled Gastes o

emphasiamng the cromal role the people can plav mchoosing  job e gocrmeent 22 welf 21 the cid

SHTVCES

therr representatives,

Listed below ace the ker featusres of the Indian Consututon
While teading these, kesp in nund the sbovementioned
concerns of diverstr, uniy, soos-economuc reform and:
fepresentation that the authors of this document were
grapphing with Tey and undeztand the WavE i which I:hct'
tned to halance these concerns with ther commitmendt to
transfnrming independent Tndis into 3 strong, democratic
SOTIETY.

1 Federalisrn: Thiz refers to the cxidtence of moie than
one level of government m the country. In India. we have
poveinments at the state level and 3t the centre, Pancharas
Rz 15 the third tier of government and von have read sbout
this in vour Class VI book We locked at the functioning
of the state government wr vour Class VII bosk and thie
vear we wall Iend moie about the central sovernment

! ':.il',lrr Y
&

4

"-..,_\__‘-H_ -
T i
I

The vast number of communities in India méant thats svstem
of government needed to be devised that did not wrwolve onlbe
persons sting in the capital Giv of New Dedh: and mabmg

E‘h;hp:_eér 1. The Indiﬂn m'lﬂﬁlm _—
2024-25



Wheti' the Constiluent Biszhibly adopidd the
princpie. of uprersel sgult bachise. Shn 4K
Ayre, & member, remaEted Bt Mot e dond,
“wap @ abundant Seth B The donman AR
A B yliin i fuczest of dimocrate ulk,
and e full pebet tat the pioductan of
dempocratic gruemment o e hiss of sdaly
auifege vl beieg enlihtesneat g piomole
thie welibEng. e stasdard of e, tha
somiort snd the decent ing of the cammon
man’

fein B MRS The bndar Daimscion Daemroiin
Hipsem Slrwdsan Fred: Oxbisf.

The phatn Beii shoke paople Standing in kse
o rant ther vokess

decisions for evervone. Instead, it was important to have
another level of povernment 1o the states so that decisrons
could be made for that pamhiculse ares While each state in
India-emeTs antonoa 10 esercinng POWESS 0N CErTAIN 1SSTES,
subjects of nanonsl concern reguire that all of these swates
fnllowe the laws of the central government. The Constitunon
contains histe that detail the 1ssuee that each uer of
government can make lawe on. In addhen, the Constitubon
also specifies where each tier of povernment can pet the
money from for the work that st does. Under fedesahem,
the states aze not merelr agents of the fadenl govemment
but deav their authonty from the Conéntishon a3 well All
perzoms 10 Inda are poverned by laws and pohess made by
sach of these levels of sovemment

2. Parliamentary Form of Government The different tiers
of porernment that vou just resd zbout cons:st of
representanyes who'are slected by the people. Younr Class
VII book begén with ‘the story of Kanti who
g1 suﬂ;!_iﬂg.iﬂ Line to vote duming an election, The




Constitution of India puzrantées universal adult suffraps
for all obzens. When they were making the Consttution,
the mémbers of the Constituent Assemibly Télt that the
freedom struggle had prepared the masses for umvessal adule
suffrage and that this would help encourage 2 democratic
aundser and break the clutehes of waditional caste; class
and pendes nerarchies. Thie means thatthe people of India
have a direet role 1h esleching their representatives. Also,
every citizen of the copnrry, wrespective of his/ her sacal
backpround, can also contest in elections. Thess

epresentatives gre gocountable to the PEQP!.& You wall read

more dbout whv représentanon 15 crucal to democrahc
funcuoaing in Unt 2 of this book

3. Separation of Powers: Accordingto the Consttution, thers
are three organs of povernment. These are the legslatore the
executive and the judicsry The legslature refers to ourelected
reprezeniatives The executive i a srmaller proiin of people wio
are responsible for mmplementing laws and sunnins the
government The pdicary, of which vouwll sead more mn Unap
Jof thisbook refers to the svétem of cougts n thi¥eounicr In
order to prevent the mususe of powerbyv any one branch of
soremiment the Constitution savs that each of theze orpane
should exescise chifferent powers. Through this, each organ acts
aca check on the otiier orrans Sf sovemmient and this ensuies
the balance of power berween all three:

The word "State’ Is often mmimﬂllsdﬁpm This does
Wmhrmﬁﬂwmmnmﬂiﬂﬂwhm“m
State, we are trying to Eﬁlnguﬂt it from “gavernment:
‘Government' = responsible for-administering and
enforcing laws The govemnment can chanije with
elections. The State on the other hand refers fo a
political Inﬂﬁuﬁnn«thal. represents & soversun people
who occupy a definife territary, We can, thus, speak of
the Indinn State, the Nepali State ete-The Indian State
has & democratic form of gowermment The govemment (er
the executive) is one part of the State. The State refers to
mote than just the government and cannol be Lsed
interchanigeably with it '

200475

Af

lambers of e Conpniment Asszmbly
farsd that Ihe 2racqiies ight bacame
strang @nd gnore it responsibilitg 1o the
legiclatute. The Azsemily, thetefale,
pefodad 3 npmbes of provizions m ihe
Comavitstinn o fmil avd control the & tiom
Taken by the erecutive franch gl
povarniient & 8 whoke.

flisross the difference between
Stite and Government wath
your teacher.

Chapter 12 The Indian Emahhm _—



The Fundamental Rights in

| Right to Equality: All persans are
e
e

meﬁ-;elghlﬁltﬂriﬂ.wﬁu! |
pummh : !ﬁlﬂkw

' ;10 1S that yoU Wil read|
about Later in Ihis book: The practice

ofuntouchabillty has also besn
abalished

2. Kight to Freedom: This includes-
the right to fre=dom of speech and.
expression, theright toform
associations, e tight tn mowe freety
and reside Inany part of the ceantry,
and the right to practiseany
mmﬁ '
3. Rignt ag:‘rrm Expmnum e
m:m

% urwmmu'ﬁayu
et

years ot age.

4, fight to Freedom of
Relighiss freedom Is provided taall
cltizers. Every person Was the right

mmmhsmmq:ﬁc

the religion of theircholee. 0
5. Cultural and Educational Hl:ghh.
The Constitution states that
minarities, refigious or finguistic,
setup thelr own
mﬂumtlmmmm an
develop thieir own culture

& Right to Constitutional Remedies:
This aflows citizens to move the
mwmmﬁmmﬂm

e——— S0C|2] &0t Polifical Life

4. Fundamental Rights: The szction on Fundamental
Rephts has often been refesxed to as the ‘conscience’ of the
Indian Consutution. Colonial mle had created
2 certain suspiczon of the State in the munads of
the nationalizts and ther wanted to ensure that 3 set
of wrtten nghts would guard against the mcuse of State
power e independent Indiz Fundamental Rights,
therefors, prorect c:tizen: agaihst the srbitrary
and zbsolute ezercize of power by the State. The
Constitution, thus. guarantees the nghts of izdimiduals
zemnst the State as well 25 apnnst other indimiduals

Moreover, the-vanous mmonty commumnites siso expressed
the need or the Constitotion to include pphte that would
protect thewr groups. The Constwnesn. therefore, also
guarantess the oohts of mingnbes zpainet the majoniy As
Dr Ambedlar hassaid about these Fandamental Rights, theer
object it two-fold. The first objective is that every citivéa must
benaposhon to daim thosenghts And secondly, these nghrs
st be inding upon every suthority thathas got the power
to make laws

In addition 1o Fundaments! Rights, the Constitunonalsohas 2
seetion called Dizeetive Prnaples of State Policy This section
wis dessgned by the members of the Construent Assembly to
ensure greater soasl and econonue reforms, and to serveasa
guide 1o the independent Indian State @ institote lawe and
poheies that help reduce the poverty of the masses.

Which Fundamental Rights will the following situations
violute:

= If @ 13-year old child is working in a factory manufacturing
carpets.

- IF a politician in one state decides to not allow |abourers
from other siaies to work in his siate.

- If a group of people are nol given permission to open a
Telugu-medium schaol in Kerala.

- IF the government decides not to promote an officer of the
armed forces for being 2 woman.




3. Secularism: A eculirstate i oneinwhich the siaie does
not officialivy promote anv one rehgron asithe state rehpon
We il read more aboot thes in the "mllnsvr:i_ﬂg chaptes

You now understand thewavs in which 2 connirys mstory
often deterrmnes thé kind of Constifubon that 2 country
adopts fortselt The Constiotion plavs 2 cromal rolemn lasing
out the wdeals that we would hke all anzens of the countr 1o
adhere to, including the representatives thatwwe elect to rule

us: Just like in the gameof football achange of constmnve

rules will affect the game Indizn Consttution has been
amended over the vears to reflect new coricesns of the polity
Ottenamojor chanpen the Copstifution meangs @ changean
the fapdamentsl natiure of the countrr We an thie in the case
of Nepal and how 1t needed to adopt 2 new
Constitntion after it became 2 democracy,

The different features of the Indian Constituton
outined above, involve commmbicated :deas thar are
often not easy to prasp. Don't worry too much
about this Tor the moment In the rect of the book
as well 35 1 vour lugher classes, vou wall fead
more about these-different features of the Indian
Constituotion and onderstand ‘more substantively
whatther mean

The Constitution also mentions Fundamental Dutics. Find out
with the help of your teacher whal theee include and why it is
impartant for citizens in o democrucy 1o observe these,

Thsstrate sack of the 11 Fundamental Duties wath deawings.
prctures, poems or songsand discess them an the classroom
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The iboae phoos S oo emterg of me
Conytiuent Axseably sgeing 1 cogy of the
Cansthirtion ot its Fred cessih oh' 74 JinveEy

1550, Tre fusy photo (ham 1op) shows Frime
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Exercises

I. Why does 3 democratic country need a Constitution?

2. Look at the wordings of the two documents given helow. The first column is from the 1990 Nepal
Constitution. The second colunm is from the more recent Constitution of Nepal

What is the difference in who exercises ‘Executive Power® in the above two Canstitutions of Nepal?
3, What would happen if there were no restrictions on (he pnﬁmﬁr-nléuﬂ representatives?

4, In each of the Tollowing situations, iden(ify the minority, Write ane reason why you think it is
nupurtam o mspm ihe views of lhr. minumy in :m:h of these situstinns.,

[b) In a dt}i, 5 per-cent of the pnpnj:mun-nm Buddhism -
¢ In 4 Fictory micss for all employees, 80 per Cenl dre vegetarians.
{d) In 2 cluss of 50 students, 40 hﬂung‘ln*mm well-ofl' familics,

5. The column on the left fists some of the key features of the Indian Constitution. In the
other column write two mmmm in your own words, on why you think this festure

is impartant:




6. Write down the riames ol the Indian Slates,
which share borders with the fellowing
neighbouring nations:

{a} Bangladesh
(b] Bhutan

fel Nepal

GLOSSARY

Arbitrary: When nothing is fixed and is instead l=ft to one's judgment or choice. This
ean be used to refer o rules that are not fixed, or decisions that have no basis stc

Ideal: A goal or a principle in fis most excellent or perfect form.

Indizn natiopal mowement: The Indian nabional movement emerged in nineteenth—
century Indiz-and saw thousands of men and women coming together to fight British
rute. This culminated Tn India's independence in 1347, You will learn about this in
greater detail in your history textbook this year.

Pality: A society that has an organised political structure. India Is 2 democratic polity.
Sowerewgn: In the context of this chapter it refers to an independent people.

Hurman Trafficking: The practice of the illegal buying and selling of different
commodities across national borders. In the context of Fundamental Rights discussed
in this chapter, it refers to illegal trade in human beings, particularly women and
children,

Tyranny: The: cruel and unjust use of power or authority.
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